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Worship        Discover                    Serve 

Central to Life                     December 9, 2012 

Sunday Fellowship & Food Coffee and Doughnut fellowship is in the Gathering Area beginning at 8:30 am.  

You are also welcome to join us for lunch in the Life Center at noon. $5 (adults), $2(kids).  

Menu: Beef stew, Corn on the cob, Salad, Corn bread, Pie with ice cream 

Thank you for the very gracious acknowledgement of Pam and me on Sunday, 

December 2nd as I returned to fulltime retirement. We have been most 

wonderfully blessed to be in the part of God’s family called Central United 

Methodist Church. You have been so kind to welcome us and give us 

opportunities to serve. Your  many cards and kind words have touched us 

deeply. The gift of the beautiful, glistening silver fish, so challenging to open but so lovely to 

behold,  will stir many precious memories for us. Thank you! See you at church.  Pam and John Kees 

I remember reading about a man who wore a 

compass instead of a watch.  The man said that 

this practice kept the notion of “direction” in front of him rather than the 

notion of “time.”  Commenting on this decision he further explained that 

with “time” he was always worried as to whether he was wasting time or 

using time wisely.  He realized that either way, time has little to do with 

where one is headed. This is where the compass comes in; if we know where 

we are going, if we are headed in the right direction, then the way we use our time will be 

measured in light of the direction of our lives.   

Right now at Central we are in a difficult time as we have made staff changes and budget cuts.  

Within the midst of this time our emotions are ripe and near the surface.  My prayer for the 

congregation is that this time might be seen and understood in the light of our direction, which is to 

alter our course of decline as we change the very way we operate as a church in terms of ministry.  

In the end, our time matters and so does the direction in which we are headed.   

The Sharp Point 

Christmas Eve Services 

1:00pm - Christmas and Communion  

An afternoon classic service with communion 

 

4:00pm - The Born Identity  

A contemporary service featuring drama and praise music 

 

5:30pm – Children’s Christmas Pageant & Worship 

“Away in the Manger” presented by children and youth for 

families 

 

8:00pm - Christmas Story in Song  

A classic service featuring the Chancel Choir, Brass 

Ensemble and Handbells 

 

11:00pm - Christmas and Communion  

A classic service featuring the Chancel Choir, Brass 

Ensemble and Handbells 

His life is the message.   

His death changed everything.  

His resurrection gives us hope. 

His birth is the beginning.  

 He is BORN!  

And we celebrate it AGAIN.  



201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Ridgeway at maryr@centraltolife.org. 
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Next Sunday’s message: Christ Humbled Himself.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Community of Hope South Lawn, 1:00pm for a meal, prayer, music, sharing the Word, and Holy Communion. 

Our VISION...to be a CENTRAL presence in Albuquerque where the grace of Jesus Christ is CENTRAL to life with God, self, and our neighbors.  

Our MISSION...to make the unconditional love of Jesus Christ CENTRAL to life. 

Central Calendar 

 December 23, 3pm Christmas & Caring Service 

 Christmas Eve Services: 1:00pm, 4:00pm, 

5:30pm, 8:00pm and 11:00pm 

 December 30, 11am (one service only) Breakfast 

potluck starting at 9;45am 

Youth & Young Adult Happenings Contact Scott 

Carver at scottcarver@centraltolife.org. 

Christmas Party @ the Holts- Dec. 16  Join us for 
awesome fellowship, tons of food, and crazy games at 
our annual Christmas Party!  Please bring a white 
elephant gift ($5 or less) and your favorite holiday dish 
to share.  We will be meeting up at 1700 Ridgecrest 
Drive SE.  Time?  5-7pm 

Lobo Basketball Then & Now Join us on Saturday, 

December 15th, 8:00am for our Central United 

Methodist Men’s breakfast to hear Terry McCabe share 

the special insights that he learned from Lobo coaches 

over the years.  All Lobo basketball fans are invited to 

attend. Contact Ed Vigil 352-9552 to RSVP or for 

additional information. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Serve 

Thrift Shop Christmas Sale  

(Everything is now half off!) through 

Sunday, December 16th during regular store 

hours: Sunday: noon - 1:30 pm, Thursday: 

noon - 3:00 pm, Friday: 9:00 am - noon.  
 

Christmas Giving Trees Tis the season for 

giving! The Christmas Giving trees are up in 

the Life Center and the Narthex.  
 

 Help make the season bright for the child of an inmate 

at Bernalillo County Detention Center. Buy a gift less 

than $25 and attach a tag from the tree. Leave your 

unwrapped gift under the tree in the Narthex or the 

Life Center by December 12th. For questions or to 

volunteer call or text Sabrina Carrillo at 331-5475. 

 The Saranam Gift Card Giving Tree has ornaments with 

gift card information. We are collecting gift cards of any 

amount for Christmas. It is a way for the parents to 

purchase presents for their children. Drop the cards off 

at the office by December 17th. We are also still 

collecting the stamps from Albertsons thru December 

26th. 

 

8:30am, 9:45am, 11:00am 

Advent is Central to Life! 

Honoring Christy Albright 

Please join us in honoring Christy Albright for her commitment to 

Central's Christian education for more than a decade!  On Sunday, 

December 16 at noon in the Life Center, we'll have a reception with an ice 

cream sundae bar.  Guests who have been blessed by Christy's ministries 

are invited, during the reception or beforehand, to pen a note of remembrances or 

appreciation.  Also, guests will have the opportunity to contribute monetarily to benefit Christy as 

she continues her journey beyond Central. Questions? Please contact Ellen Shepherd at 232-9653. 

http://www.centraltolife.org/
mailto:scottcarver@centraltolife.org

